

Mrs. Kasenga/ World History



Unit Handout


World History :Unit 2 Ancient Civilizations

Human beings have always been social animals. From the earliest of times, human groups formed as small nomadic cultures, traveling from place to place in search of food, clothing and shelter. In a harsh and often confusing world, these groups offered their members a sense of belonging and security. Life may have been difficult, primitive, and short, but at least the groups formed provided some measure of security and society for those that were able to join them.
Over time, as these wandering groups discovered ways to settle down and they grew in size and complexity, they formed what became known as civilizations . In many ways, the move from culture to civilization marked a profound change in the ways humans lived and worked with each other. This unit investigates the achievements of the earliest civilizations in the development of World History, with a special focus on the civilizations of the Nile, Tigris-Euphrates, Indus, and Huang-He Rivers 


HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS



Unit Vocabulary:  During this unit you will need to learn the spellings and content-related definitions of the following terms.  
	Swamp
	Irrigate
	Canal
	Dike
	Merchant
	ziggurat
	City-state
	Cuneiform
	Scribe

	Upstream
	Pharaoh
	Tomb
	empire
	papyrus
	nomad
	siege
	Hieroglyphics
	tribute

	caste
	Ancestor
	Dynasty
	isolate
	enlightened
	shrine
	domestication
	reincarnation
	contract



Research Assignment: The research assignment for this unit is outlined below. You will receive more complete instructions during class. 
Research Assignment: The research assignment for this unit is outlined below. You will receive more complete instructions during class. 
1. Choose an area for historical research which is related to the topics discussed in class or in assignments (see below for suggestions) 

2. Using available resources, find information about your chosen topic, focusing on important ideas and significant facts. 

3. Create properly formatted reference cards and notecards: minimum, 3 reference cards with 2 quotation cards and 2 paraphrase cards per reference. (See instruction sheet) 

4. Prepare a brief summary of your findings (one paragraph minimum) with citations showing sources of information. (See instruction sheet) 

5. Prepare a properly formatted list of works cited. 

6. Save your work on a computer disk that you can bring to school, or email a copy of the finished paper to Mrs. Kasenga. (amy.kasenga@esd112.wednet.edu) 

7. Hand in summary, reference cards & notecards. 

Possible Research Topics: The topics listed below are possible topics for the unit research assignment. However, they are only places to start; use them as jumping off points, and take them as far as your time, imagination, and interest allow. 
· How does an archaeologist discover information about prehistory? 

· Investigate the thing we call "Primitive Art" (or cave art) 

· How did the technology of hunting develop? (or the technology of pottery? of navigation? of metal-working? etc.) 

· Investigate today's nomadic cultures in the Middle East (bedouins) or Australia (aborigines) 

· How was bronze discovered and made in ancient times? 

· How did ancient civilizations irrigate their fields? 

· What kinds of trade existed among early civilizations? 

· How did Egyptian pharaohs live? 

· What was Egyptian religion like? Who were their gods? 

· How / why did Egyptians use mummification? 

· How / why did the Egyptians (or Aztecs) build pyramids? 

· What connections to ancient history exist in today's Egypt, Iraq, India, China? 

· Investigate hieroglyphic (picture) writing systems of the world. 

· Investigate early Hebrew cultures. 

· How / why did ancient civilizations conduct warfare? 

· Investigate one of the following people for their connection to ancient civilizations: 

· Hammurabi Zoroaster 

· Nebuchadnezzar Darius I 

· The Leakeys 

· Howard Carter 

Remember: These are only suggested topics, places you may want to start. Other ideas? Check with Mrs. Kasenga.





    Assignments		               Homework	          Pages	        Questions      Due     Points


1.  Civilizations Project ___/25      10/31   1.  The Sumerians       29-39		2,4,5	          9/7        ___/15


2.  Vocabulary Test        ___/20      11/4    2.  Emergence of         			in class	          9/10      ___/15


3.  Civilizations Essay    ___/20	    11/4	       Civilizations


4.  Unit Test	              ___/35	    11/6	  3.  Ancient Egypt	41-51		1,3,5	          9/13      ___/15


5.  Research Project	 ___/25	    11/7	  4.  The Rosetta Stone	49		in class	          9/14      ___/15


					  5.  Mediterranean 	53-67		1,2,4	          9/21      ___/15


					       Kingdoms


					  6.  Early India		 69-73		in class	           9/27     ___/15	          


					  7.  Early China	 74-78		1,2,3	           10/3     ___/15


					  8.  Early America	 79-81		in class	           10/5     ___/15


  9.  Brochure		unit		83, in class      10/11    ___/25


 10.  Invention Timeline	 			           10/18    ___/20


					  	























Civilizations Essay:  The individual essay for this unit should answer one of the following questions:


What were the most important attributes that set early civilizations apart from more primitive tribes and cultures that preceded them?


--Or, in other words--


What did most ancient civilizations have in common?





To answer this question, you’ll need to use information from homework assignments, group and individual research, and classroom discussions.  You’ll need to choose from a number of possibilities to focus on the most important features that most ancient civilizations shared.









This handout and related links are available online at


http://www.whitesalmonschools.org/chs/akasenga/index/php


