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Columbia High School
COLLEGE ALGEBRA (CGCC MTH111C, 5 credits available)
"As far as the laws of mathematics refer to reality, they are not certain; as far as they are certain, they do not refer to reality."--Albert Einstein
Introduction


Mathematics is one of those skills that you will use regardless of your choice in career.  I expect all of you to become successful mathematicians.  The laments “I just can’t do math”, or “I don’t get it” are not acceptable.  Have you ever heard someone say this about other subjects such as English or history?  You can “do” mathematics if you put in the time and effort.  By the end of this course, all of you will have put in the requisite time and effort for your individual success.  We will investigate exponential, logarithmic, polynomial, power and rational functions.  This course will prepare you for elementary functions (trigonometry) and calculus.
Materials


Each day you will need the following items:

· Paper and pencil
· Notebook

· Completed assignments from last class session

· Textbook:  Functions Modeling Change: A preparation for Calculus by Connally, Hughs-Hallett, Gleason, et. al.: John Wiley & Sons Publishers, 2nd edition 2004. 

ISBN 0471-26619-1
· Scientific calculator TI-89 preferred
· Willingness . . . 

Grades


Your grade is based on the following five items:

1. Homework and Notes

25%

2. Short Quizzes

25%

3. Tests and Projects

35%

4. Final


15%

The following scale will be used to determine your letter grade:





89- 88
B+

79- 78
C+
69- 68
D+


100-95
A

87- 83
B

77- 73
C
67- 65
D


94-90
A-

82- 80
B-

72- 70
C-
< 65
F

Your grades will be posted (using your school ID number) in the front of the room by the flag.  They will be posted approximately every week.

Homework Activities


Any part of the problem set that you have not completed in class during practice time is considered to be homework, and will be checked at the start of the next class period.  The problem sets will be lengthy enough that the average student will have approximately 10 to 20 minutes of homework a night. Homework must be done in PENCIL as you are working on it in class and after school.
Tests/Quizzes


Periodically I will give quizzes and tests.  Test dates are posted on the calendar on the side board; quizzes may or may not be announced.
Retakes


You may retake one test if you feel you have done poorly.  You must correct your original test, go through the corrections with me, and take a second version of the test within one week of the return of the first.  YOU MAY ONLY RETAKE ONE TEST FOR THE COURSE.  The final may not be retaken.
Make up Work


If you miss class, you are the one who needs to get the assignments from me; I will not seek you out.  Tests and quizzes can be made up after an absence, provided YOU NOTIFY ME IN ADVANCE!  If you don’t CONTACT me or leave a MESSAGE ON VOICEMAIL you may NOT make up a test or quiz. In general you have as many days to complete your missing work as days missed.  (E.g. if you were gone 2 days you must complete your missing work in 2 days.)

Cheating

I fully expect that all of you can comprehend and perform the mathematics, so there is no need for you to cheat.  If I find that you are cheating, I will follow school board policy which is as follows:

First Incident- 
The student receives a warning and a 0 for that assignment

Second Incident- 
The student will fail the semester in that particular course.

Discipline

The overriding rule in my class is simple: Be polite and respectful to your classmates and teacher.  Should you have difficulty in following this or other classroom rules, the following plan will be implemented:

1. Verbal warning in the class.

2. Student teacher conference/make-up time after class.

3. Call to parents /guardians.

4. Referral to the office.

5. Parent conference.

Serious offenses will result in a referral to the office immediately.

Specific Policies:



Don’t interrupt the speaker.



Stay on task; work, rest, read, write, and speak when appropriate.



Contribute to group work: don’t hitchhike OR browbeat.



Everyone learns differently and at different rates: respect the individual.



Have fun, but CHALLENGE YOURSELF!


When there is a substitute teacher in the class, any student who is named by the substitute for causing difficulty will result in a discipline referral when I return.

Food 

In keeping with the “Healthy Schools” initiative, no junk food is allowed.  Water, fruit, nuts and other healthy alternatives to sugary snacks are permitted.  

Tardy

If you are not in the classroom when the bell rings, you are tardy.  You must have a note from the office for the tardy to be excused.  If your tardy is unexcused, we will talk about the reason why, and try to come up with a plan to ensure it will not happen again.  This will continue until the fifth tardy, when I will submit a discipline referral to the office.

Hall Pass 


The hall pass is used for emergencies only, and may be used up to five times during the semester without penalty.  Each additional use will require one session of after school or lunch detention.

Cell Phones/Electronics


Cell phones and music players may be used during passing times, but not during class.  For cell phones the ringer needs to be TURNED OFF during class time, and kept out of sight, in your pocket or bag.   Music players and headphones/earbuds should not be on or visible.  I will warn you once if your phone rings and disturbs the class, or if I see your player or earpiece.  The second time this occurs, I will take the phone or music device for the remainder of the class. Further infractions will be referred to the office.

 Please sign the attached notice, along with your parents or guardians to indicate that you have read and understood the class policies and expectations.  Keep these expectations in the front of your notebook, as a reference.  If there are any questions, please contact me before or after school, or during my preparation period from1:25to 2:15 p.m.
We the undersigned have read and understood the policies and procedures laid out in Mr. Liddiard’s Mathematics Course Introduction and Expectations.







_________________________________________







Student

_______________________________________
_________________________________________

Parent/Guardian




Parent/Guardian

We the undersigned have read and understood the policies and procedures laid out in Mr. Liddiard’s Mathematics Course Introduction and Expectations.







_________________________________________







Student

_______________________________________
_________________________________________

Parent/Guardian




Parent/Guardian

