Writing Rubric

	Criteria
	A / 10
	B / 8

	C / 6
	D / 4

	Organization
	Clear organization that walks the reader

through the paper, does not stray off topic
	Clear organization but

strays slightly
	Organization is

less than clear, or organization is clear but some digressions
	Organization is

unclear and/or

paper strays

substantially

from topic

	Support
	Numerous, varied and relevant details

and facts support

arguments relevancy


	Details and facts support arguments, but

may not provide enough or may be as relevant as possible


	Some details and facts to support arguments, but

not enough and

some lack relevancy

	Little to no

relevant details

and facts to

support argument

	Content Knowledge
	Demonstrates excellent understanding of content and is comfortable with nuances in material
	Conveys content

adequately but

fails to elaborate
	Gets basic

content correct

but is otherwise

uncomfortable

with material


	Basic content is

wrong,

incorrect, or

substantially

incomplete

	Originality
	Demonstrates excellent analytical originality, either in creating new arguments or in relating facts in new ways (beyond what is covered in course material)


	Demonstrates some, but not a great deal of, analytical originality, either in creating new arguments or in relating facts in new ways


	Demonstrates little analytical originality, relies mainly on arguments and evidence already covered in class


	Makes no attempt to provide original analysis

	Sentence Structure
	Variety of sentence

structures, good use of cohesive devices


	Some variety in sentence structure, adequate use of cohesive devices


	Limited variety in sentence structure, little use of cohesive devices


	Mostly single clause sentences, little to no use of cohesive devices

	Vocabulary
	Precise diction, rich use of appropriate vocabulary


	Generally good

Vocabulary choices with some variety,

minor errors in

diction


	Limited

vocabulary, not

always precise or

accurate


	Incorrect use of

vocabulary, very limited range

	Grammar
	No major errors,

a few minor errors that do not distract


	One major error

or several minor

errors that do not

distract


	Two or three

major errors

combined with

minor errors


	Numerous

major errors


